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Reportable Food Registry

• Created by Public Law 110-85 which mandated that FDA 

establish an electronic portal to which industry must and 

public health officials may report when there is a 

reasonable probability that an article of human food or 

animal food/feed (including pet food) will cause serious 

adverse health consequences or death to humans or 

animals

• The portal was opened September 8, 2009

• Reports must be submitted within 24 hours by 

responsible party – “primary” and “subsequent” reports

• Does not include infant formula and dietary supplements



Reportable Food Registry

• For the latest annual RFR report, see:

http://www.fda.gov/Food/FoodSafety/FoodSa

fetyPrograms/RFR/ucm200958.htm

• This report was published on Jan. 21, 2011 and 

covers the reporting period September 8, 2009 –

September 7, 2010

http://www.fda.gov/Food/FoodSafety/FoodSafetyPrograms/RFR/ucm200958.htm
http://www.fda.gov/Food/FoodSafety/FoodSafetyPrograms/RFR/ucm200958.htm


Reportable Food Registry

• RFR submissions go to the 

Risk Control Review Team

• The team meets twice a 

week and determines if the 

report meets the definition of 

a reportable food

• Determines appropriate 

follow-up action

• Refers report to appropriate FDA District for investigation

• FDA district notifies appropriate State regulatory agency



Reportable Food Registry Entries 

by Month

*1001 of the 1117 Reportable Food Registry Entries in  March 2010 were due to 

2240 total submissions



Reportable Food Registry

Of the 2240 RFR entries, 229 were primary reports from 

industry; 3 were primary reports submitted voluntarily by 

federal and state regulatory officials; 1872 were 

subsequent reports; and 139 were amendments to 

previously submitted primary or subsequent Reports.



Reportable Food Registry

The 229 primary RFR entries included 201 concerning Human Food,

and 28 concerning Pet Food and Animal Feed



Distribution of Commodities



Food Safety Hazards Associated 

with Commodities
Commodity/Food Food Safety Hazard

Animal feed/pet food Salmonella (13), Foreign Object (3), Other (12)

Dairy E. Coli O157 (1), L. mono. (8), Salmonella (1), allergen* (8)

Seafood L. mono. (9), uneviscerated fish(5), allergen*(2), other (1)

Spices/seasonings Salmonella (16), allergens*(1)

Bakery E. Coli O157 (1), Salmonella (1), allergens* (14)

Nuts/seeds L. mono. (1), Salmonella (12), allergens* (3)

Produce – RAC Salmonella (14)

Produce – fresh cut E. Coli O157 (2), L. mono. (5), Salmonella (5), other (1)

Fruit & Veg. Products L. mono. (2), Salmonella (1), allergens* (9)

Prepared foods L. mono. (2), allergens* (9)

*allergens also includes intolerances such as sulfites



Distribution of 229 Primary RFR 

Entries by Food Safety Hazard

Salmonella
86

37.6%

Listeria 
monocytogenes

33
14.4%

E. coli O157:H7
6

2.6%

Uneviscerated Fish
5

2.2%

Other
16

7.0%

Foreign Object
3

1.3%

Undeclared Allergen / 
Intolerances 

80
34.9%



Distribution of 86 Primary Salmonella 

RFR Entries by Commodity
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Sweeteners

Soup

Seafood

Prepared Foods

Pasta

Oil/Margarine

Game Meats

Dressings, Sauces and Gravies

Acidified/Low Acid Canned Food (LACF)

Snack Foods

Multiple Products

Fruit and Vegetable Products

Egg

Dairy

Choc./Confections/Candy

Breakfast Cereals

Beverages

Bakery

Whole & Milled Grains and Flours

Frozen Foods

Produce - Fresh Cut

Meal Replacement/Nutritional Food and Beverages

Stabilizers/Emulsifiers/Flavors and Colors

Nuts, Nut Products, and Seed Products

Animal Feed/Pet Food

Produce - Raw Agricultural Commodities (RAC)

Spices and Seasonings



Undeclared Allergen/Intolerance by 

Commodity Group
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Specific Allergen/Intolerance


