
The ILSI International Food Biotechnology Committee 

Core Activities:  Harmonization • Outreach • Education
IFBiC’s core activities—supported by all IFBiC members—address the science related to the 
development, distribution, and safety of foods and food products produced from crops developed 
through modern biotechnology.  These issues are not unique to any single company, industry, 
country, or region and are important as products from biotech crops become more common 
in marketplaces around the world.  IFBiC works with international organizations such as the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development and the Food and Agriculture 
Organization on agricultural biotechnology.  IFBiC, in particular, is a leader within ILSI in  
collaborating with other ILSI entities to design and implement programs that respond to local 
technical needs and further harmonization and outreach goals.

ILSI’s biotechnology programs are designed to generate and disseminate up-
to-date scientific information and provide technical training in risk assessment 
when requested.  ILSI hopes the best science available is used to make important 
safety, risk assessment, and other regulatory decisions.

The ILSI International Food Biotechnology Committee (IFBiC) was 
established in 1997 to support the development and harmonization of science-
based regulations for biotechnology-derived food products and to provide access 
to critical, up-to-date scientific information regarding the safety assessment of 
these products to governments, industry, academia, and other interested groups 
around the world. 

IFBiC Task Forces: Focus on Biotechnology Safety Assessments
Task Force 8 – Transgenic Approaches to Modulation of Endogenous Gene Expression in Crops 
Task Force 8 published a series of recommendations in 2010 in Food and Chemical Toxicology. The paper reviews 
the main aspects of the current safety assessment paradigm and suggests principles for conducting a safety 
assessment for GM crops that are developed by technologies that modify endogenous plant gene expression. The 
task force has completed its work with this publication.

Task Force 9 – Task Force on Stacked Events
Task Force 9 provides a better understanding for when safety assessments are appropriate for biotech crops in 
which two or more approved events are combined by conventional breeding (stacked events).  In an effort to 
document best practices for conducting safety assessments for stacked events, the Task Force is preparing two 
reports which will submitted for publication in 2011.  One report addresses the background of stacked events, 
interactions, and assessment recommendations.  The other report addresses genomic stability in stacked 
events.  In 2010, the Task Force collaborated with ILSI Southeast Asia Region to host two workshops – one in 
Indonesia and one in Thailand – to review how science can support regulatory needs on stacked events.

Task Force 10 – Use of Mammalian Toxicology Studies in the Safety Assessment of GM Foods
Task Force 10 assembled an international panel of experts to develop consensus recommendations on when 
mammalian toxicity studies with proteins and/or foods from GM crops are scientifically appropriate for the safety 
assessment of such crops. Two papers, one on toxicology studies relative to protein and a second on toxicology 
studies with whole foods, will be submitted for publication in 2011 along with an executive summary.

Task Force 11 – Intractable Proteins
Task Force 11 is a newly-formed task force to provide scientifically based recommendations for conducting 
studies to assess the safety in food and feed of “intractable” transgenic proteins. We have coined the term 
“intractable” for those proteins produced in plants whose properties make them impossible, or at least extremely 
difficult, to purify, isolate, or solubilize in a form that can be quantified and demonstrated to be functional, or to 
express in heterologous systems.
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Working Groups: Capacity Building and Harmonization
Crop Composition Database Working Group
The CCDB Working Group proudly launched Version 4 of the Crop Composition Database in October 
2010. This comprehensive public database provides information on the natural variability in composition of 
conventionally grown crops.  With more than 113,000 data points representing 94 compositional components 
in soybean, corn, and cotton, Version 4 presents an intuitive graphical-user interface; significantly increased 
performance; added security; new features such as unit conversion and multiple output options and a 
Summary of Search Results tool, which allows users to view data instantly and provides guidance on 
preparing output reports. The database is available online at www.cropcomposition.org.

Sampling and Detection Methods Working Group 
Knowing what detection methods can and cannot do is vital to understanding the science of testing and for 
the realization of science-based, harmonized risk assessment practices. Training workshops and educational 
sessions organized by IFBiC and its partners build technical capacity at the local, in-country level by instilling 
confidence in and appreciation of scientific principles of sampling, methods of analysis, and emerging technologies.  
The Working Group’s most recent sampling and detection workshop was held in Asunción, Paraguay in August 2010 in 
cooperation with ILSI Argentina and other local organizations. 
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